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“<T have set watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem, who shall never hold their peace day nor night.” 
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== 
SERMON, 
BY JOHN MOORE, 
Delivered at Woodstock, Sunday evening, Februa- 
ry 10, 1833. 
Psuams xliii: 3.—‘<O send out thy light and thy truth ; 
let them lead me.” 

This prayer was dictated by a sense of depen- 
dence on Him who alone is able to impart that 
light and truth, which are eminently calculated to 
lead in the way of holiness and peace, causing 
the mind to rest itself on the Rock of ages, and 
tu feast on the riches of Gods immortal love. 
This is the prayer of all persons who recog- 
nize a Supreme Being as the fountain of light, of 
trath, of justice, of benevolence, and of power.— 
Nothing is more natural than for all beings to ex- 
press, each in their owa way, their wants or de- 
sires—it is a sense of want which prompts us to 
action, and it makes no difference in our feelings 
whether our wants are real or imaginary—they 
wiil create desires, and these desires thus created 
by a sense of want, will produce action, and this 
action will be more or less efficient—just accor- 
ding to the strength of the desire and the ability 
of the agent. 

When we reflect on Mankind, we see them 
naturally ignorant, more weak and dependent 
thaneany other of the creatures of God. Not- 
withstanding, they are capable by reason of their 
natural constitution, and that guardianship eme- 
neting fromm the fountain of goodness; of being 
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_raised from ignorance to knowledge, from weak- 


ness to strength, and from a state of entire de- 
pendence, to a condition of comparative indepen- 
denice and self-protection. Yet with all the 
knowledge to which mankind are capable of ar- 
riving, with all the strength and sagacity they 
are capable of acquiring, they often feel that 
their wisdom is folly, and their strength weak- 
ness, when confounded with infinite wisdom and 
admighty power. Often dothe wisest of our 
race feel their need of more wisdom, which leads 
them to adopt the sentiment of the text, and im- 
plore the guidance ofthe great Supreme. Ma- 
ny are the problems which teach us our igno- 
rance, acd often are we reminded of our weak- 
ness—yet with all this comparative nothingness, 
by the proper cultivation of our intellectual fac- 
nities, and the right use of the means with which 


we are favored, we shall be enabled to perform | 


all the duties, and consequently enjoy all the 
pleasures for which the Creator designed us. 

We lay it down as a proposition the correct- 
ness of which will not be questioned, that all that 
will bear the name of truth, of wisdom, of jus- 
tice, of benevolence, and righteousness, are em- 
anations directly or indirectly from the same 
fountain of exhaustless purity aud everlasting 
love. 

It is also evident, from history, observation 
and experience, that mankind are so constituted 
that it is impossible to enjoy life to any consid- 
erable extent only as they adhere to these prin- 
ciples. This is our natural constitution, and this 
is the grand reason why we are required to prac- 
tice aceording to these principles, 


If we had been so constiluted that practicing 
upon the principle of malevolence, would con- 
tribute to the happiness of our associates or our- 
selves, then most certainly would it be our duty 
thus to practice—for our duties and our happi- 
ness are so connected, that the performance of 
the one invariably ensures the enjoyment of the 
other. 

It is a fact which many have overlooked, that 
the obligations which are binding on us, grow 
out of our natural constitution—ihat is to say, 
our prosperity und peace, both physically and 
morally, require us to adhere strictly to the 
principle of moral rectitude, and this one fact if 
duly considered, would be sufficient to make the 
path of duty appear as it really is, the path of 
pleasure. 

But owing to erroneous impressions, a vast 
majority of our world, especially of the young, 
are led to conclude that their present happiness 
at least, is very much abridged by the restraints 
of moral obligation, and hence, too many are in- 
duced to obey the commands of God, not so 
much for the pleasure derived from the consider- 
ation that they have done their duty, and the 
satisfaction or reward in keeping the commands, 
as the hope of escaping the consequences of dis- 
obedience. 

By the terms Light and truth, as used in the 
text, we may understand the influence of the 
spirit or grece of God which “leads inte all 
truth”—and the sentiment of the text would then 
be a desire to be led in the path of duty, to be 
guided in the right way, to be instructed in all 
things that relate to our honor, peace and hap- 


}piness, to be saved from every vicious and false 


way, to be inclined to the practice of all that is 
commendable, to possess a relish for virtue; to 
have an ardent desire for the promotiow: of tran- 
quility and concord among mankind, in fine, to 
be approximating the standard ef moral perfec- 
tion and consequent happiness; for the lightand 
truth of God which is implored in the text inva- 
riably leads in the way of righteousness. and 
peace. 

This prayer, or desire, like all others, if it 
has any effect, will effect ourselves and those like 
ourselves, for itis not the nature, and should not 
be the design of our prayers, to induce the foun- 
tain of light and truth to be more kindly disposed 
towards us than he now is. It should always be 
remembered by us, that having made us /iable to 
want which creates desire, our ever merciful 
Creator has made ample prevision for the satis- 
faction ot these desires, and for the supply of all 
our wants, so far, at least, as our happiness is 
concerned. 

And as our temporal wants are supplied inthe 
proper use ef the appointed means, and as our 
desires for temporal blessings leads us to make 
use of the means appointed to this end, so we 
may conclude that in order to experience these 
mental blessings which we all need to give us 
real pleasure, we must use the means that are 
appointed, and when properly used are sure to 
produce a happy result. 

Now the person whe should express a desire 
in the spring season of the year to be blessed 
with an abundant harvest in autumn, and whose 
desire did not lead him to make use of those 
means which.are absolutely requisite to ensure 
him the fulfilment of his desire, of how much 
service would be his desire if it did not lead 
him to action 1 

Let this figure be applied morally, and we 
shall see that the wise, the corsiderate who de- 
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sire to be led by the light and truth of heaven, 
will act in accordance with his desire. And if 
any should express a desire thus to be guided, 
and who should not make use of the adeauate 
means for its gratification, we must suppore that 
such are either insane, or hypocritical, for, were 
they honest, and of a sane mind in relation te 
this sukject, they would no more expect that the 
Almighty would fulfil their desires in relation to 
moral attainments, without the use of means, 
than he would in relation totemporal attainments. 

If we are desirous of obtaining light and truth 
on any subject (religion excepted) we take ade- 
quate measures for the attainment of the object, 
and, guided by reason, we commence applying 
ourselves to the study—by reading what others 
have written, or listening to what others may say 
on the subject, and in this way we expect to ob- 
tain the desired object, and in this way also, we 
are sure of arriving at a correct knowledge of 
the subject of investigation. And in relation to 
these subjects which concern our temporal in- 
terests, we do net expect that Deity will in a 
supernatural manner communicate light and 
truth. If we receive any light, or come to the 
knowledge of any truth, we expect this will be 
in the ordinary manner, in the use of the appoin- 
ted means. 

Nor can we reasonable expect that God will 
give us light and truth relative to the important 
subject of religion in an extraordinary manner. 
A knowledge of the doctrines of the gospel, of 
the nature and tendency of the christian reli- 
gion, of the duties it enjoins, of the spirit it in- 
culcates, of the joys it imparts, the hope it in- 
spires, the happiness it confers, and its prohibi- 
tions, and all that relates to this subject, so far 
at least, as concerns us here, is, in our opinion, 
to be learned precisely in the same way that we 
learn any other science, by the use of appointed 
means, hence the Saviour said “learn of me.” — 
And having an ardent desire for such instruction 
will most certainly induce us to make use of all 
the time and talents, and to embrace every op- 
portunity with which we are favored for the ac- 
complishment of our object. 

I would not be understood as saying that the 
subject of moral or religious improvement is no 
more important than any other subject, but that 
we must make ourselves acquainted with it by 
the use of the appointed means. And then we 
shall not be carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, but shall grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of the truth which is able to make us 
wise unto salvation. 

The sentiment of this text is applicablé to all 
persons in all ranks and conditions of life. “O 
send out thy light and thy truth, let them lead 
me”—is a prayer which may with great proprie- 
ty be made by all, on all occasions, and especial- 
ly when assembled for the express purpose of 
paying our devotions to Him who is the source 
of all light, and the fountain of all truth. 

In our devotional exercises, it is all-imper 
tant that our minds should be led to contemplass 
the being and perfections of the object of our 
worship, in the character in which he is repre 
sented to us in the mighty system of nature, and 
in all those endearing relations which he sus 
tains to us and all the race of man; for it is ~ 
fact, that the conduct will in a greater or les 
degree partake of the same character to wnom, 
we pay our devotions. By the light of nature, of 
reason, of revelation, and of experience, we are 
almost imperceptibly led in our minds to the 
pleasing and at the same time the useful contem- 
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plation of Him-whése »Almighty power, infinite 
wisdom, and anbounded benevolence are in- 
scribed in characters of light on all the vast vari- 
ety of objects which surround them. 
And when we suffer our minds to dvvell on 
that creative power which has produced the 
Mighty system of the Universe, with all its beau- 
ty and grandeur, with all its usefulness and or- 
der, we are constrained to admife, to reverence, 
and Idve the Author—and we feel ourselves 
led “to the rock that is higher than we are” — 
where we can feast the soul on the joyous con- 
templation, that He who isthe author of ali worlds 
aud beings, is our Father and unchanging friend. 
A consideration calculated to produce in us the 
most lively sensations of gratitude and filial love 
to God,and of friendship and generosity towaids 
ail who are the objects of Gods care and protee- 
ton. 

My friends how can we withhold our love, 
gratitude, and obedience from a being so full of 
benevolence? How can we feel unsafe in the 
hands of Him who is all powerful, and whose na- 
ture is love? How often and ardent should our 
desire ascend to the throne of heaven. ‘O send 
out thy light and thy truth, let them lead me.” 

And if this was the warm and ardent jdesire 
of the heart, think you that it would not be an- 
swered? Would not all who thus prayed be Jed 
by the light and truth of God?—And if thus led 
would they not be in a happy condition? 

By cherishing this desire we shall be approxi- 
mating nearer and nearer to that state of moral 
perfection which is the honor and happiness of 
human nature. The light and truth of God, will 
serve as our polar star, which will guide us 
through the darksome night of sin and death, 
and bring us safe tu the haven of joy and ever- 
lastiag day. 

The great object of religious association and 
worship is twofold. First the pleasures derived 
from those devotional exercises which make up 
a religious festival—these pleasures are more or 
less pure aud satisfactory, just according to the 
purity of the doctrines to which we subscribe, 
aad the inteiest we take ia the service. 

The truly religious person enjoys no litile sat- 
isfaction in coming to adhe place of worship 
where the cares, and anxieties, and perplexities, 
aud bustle of life are shut out of his mind, and 
nothing to mterupt his communion with the Fath- 

_ er of all—where ke may inhale the pure spirit of 
the gospel, and feast the miud on the riches of 
Gods grace, where his ardent desire mvy ascend 
to heaven, that the light aud truth.of God may be 
his guide, to such an one, the returning day of 
rest and devotion is hailed as one of the richest of 
beaveus blessings, anu be can say with the au- 
thor of the text, “I was glad when they said un- 
tu me Jet us go up to the house of the Lord.” 

But this pleasure great and satisfactory 2s it 
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and I will present it to you both in the light of 
mental enjoyment, and that of practical virtue. 
Imagine then to yourselves a person who pos- 

sesses full aud unwavering confidence in the 
goodness, wisdom, aud power of the Deity; whose 
faith in the benevolence of God is such, that be 
ean look up to bim as the unchanging friend of 
all mankind, who regards the welfare of all his 
vast family in the dispensations of his providence, 
one who not only says that;God is his Father, but 
feels he is such, one who amidst all the sore dis- 
appointments of life, in all the storms which may 
beat upon his bark can say with a-holy calm, 
“My Fathers’ at the helm.” View him not only 
at rest in his mind as it respects his owr condi- 
tion, but feeling that all others are in the hand of 
the same almighty Friend; and while he énjoys 
this mental feast of fat things, hear him breath- 
ing forth the philanthropic desires of his full 
soul— 

‘Let not these blessings be confin’d 

To me, but poured on all mankind, 

Till earth’s wide wastes in verdure rise, 

And a young Eden bless our eyes.” 
There is mental felicity, 

“Which nothing earthly gives or can destroy, 
The soul’s calm sunshine, and thejheart felt joy.” 
Now the practical tendency of such views and 

feelings, must be salutary, All the noble and 
generous workings of the mind are thrown out 
in the conduct and behaviour. He “loves not 
in word and in tongue” alone, ‘but indeed and 
in truth,” the mild and heavenly. spirit he has 
imbibed gives direction to his actions making 
him the friend of humanity and the child of God, 
Such is the character, aud such the enjoyments 
of those who are led by the ight and truth of 
God. Let us all devoutly implore the guidance 
of this light, and the influence of this truth, that 
we may shine as lights in this world. Amen. 





To the Rev. Chester Wright, Montpelier, Vt. 
Dear Sir,—Being set for che defence of the 
Gospel, | feel it my duty to address you on the 
subject of your sermon, preached at the funeral 
of Judge Swnith’s daughter in Barre, on the third 
sabbath in Jan. and your departure from the 
principles contained therein. 

In the first place you called upon us to submit 
ourselves to God as Lawgiver. This I consider 
perfectly correct. You also informed usthat the 
law of God required that we should love him 
with all our heart, and our neighbor as oursélves. 
This also I consider perfectly seriptural—for 
what can be more rational than that we should 
love that Being with al! our heart from whom 
we have received our éXistence, in whom also 
we live, move aud have our being, and from 
whose bountiful hand we receive every blessing 
both temporal and spiritual we enjoy? And 
that we should love our neighbors as ourselves 
also. 1. Because we are all made mutual par- 
takers of the same blessing. 2. Because our 





is, much as it is prized by the christian philan- 
thropist, pure and holy as is the mch repast, is! 
not confined wholly to the hours which are de- | 
voted to religious worship, nor solely to those! 
who may enjoy the feast. The spirit here in- 

haled, the principles here incuicated, the resulu- | 
tions here formed, and the frawe of mind here | 


happiness is inseperably connected witha faith- 
ful discharge of our duty. 3. Because we are 
necessarily unhappy when we refuse to comply 
with the requirements of such a holy just and 
guod law, and subject ourselves to the penalty, 
which is condemnation, or death. ‘lo be car- 
nally minded is death.” And here was the first 


enjpyed, are not altogether forguiten when we | 


izave the place. The sincere worshipper of that 
Gud who is the spirit of love, will exiibit some- 
thing of the same spirit in his life, the principles 
which he heartily adupts asthe rule and guide 
of his conduct, will be seen io a greater or Jess 
degree in all his intercourse with society, the 
resulutious which he may torm while in the house 
of worship, will be remembered by him wheu be 
is eagaged in the business of life, and that peace- 
able frame of mind which he eujoyed white in 
the act of devotion will in some good degree 
show itself in all its loveliness and beauty. Aud 
those who are thus made wiser, and Aolier, and 
happier in this way are not the only ones who are 
benefited. These reflect the light and truth of 
God on others, their example 1s salutary, and 
has an incalculable influeuce on others. Thus 


is community blessed, and God the Father and 
friend of all glorified. They are the salt of the 
earth. 

In closing, let me attempt to draw a picture of 
a person who is led by the light aud truth of God, 





mistake that I discovered in your discourse. You 
observed that we could not conceive of a more 
grievous or durable penalty than God had au- 
nexed as a punishnyent for refusing to submit to 
the requirements of his law, by which we un- 
derstaid you to mean endless death, or misery 
of the most intense kind. And from this mistake 
scems to originate almost every difficulty in your 
system of ductrine. But what is more evident 
than that the penalty annexed was executed on 
man the day he transgressed, as it is written, 
“in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die,” and so another scripture is falfilled,as it is 
written, “as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so death passed up- 
on all men, for that all have sinued.” 





taking half the punishment on himself ia 
der to save some partOf his pyor guilty offsp 
as he attempted to illustrate under the figure of 
* 
crime of adultery should be punished with hee” 
loss of both eyes, and to their great astonish. 
ment the first to commit the crime in all his 
realm was his beloved and only son. Alas, what. 
is to be done his infinite regard fer his law will 
not suffer him to mitigate the punishment in the 
least degree lest others should sin with impunity, 
and his infinite love for his son will not suffer 
him to inflict the whole penalty on him and chus 
render him a useless member in society, and on- 
ly a monument to perpetuate the memory of his 
wrath on his vindictive justice, as it is more fre- 
quently called at the present day. But in the 
plenitude of his mercy he comes forward and 
presents to the executioner (who by the way to 
apply this part of his figure we must understand 
to be his infinite devi]) one of his own eyes to 
show his infinite love for his son, and directs to 
take one of his sons eyes to shuw his infinite 
goodness for his law. Now in the fear of that 
God whe gives us life and all things to-enjoy, 
and in the love of that Gospel which breathes 
peace on earth and good will toward man, I ask 
who in possession of reason or common sense 
can believe such absurdities, or consent to be- 
come a worshipper of aune eyed God? And as 
though he feared it would not be readily com- 
prehended, he further observes that there are 
some things which are matters of indifference 
with God, and represents it to be a .vatter of in 
difference with God whether all mankind suffer 
endless misery, or whet!.er some other being suf- 
fers an equal amount of misery as a substitute, 


were equivaleut to all mankind’s suffering endless 
misery. Hence a full satisfaction as required by 
divine justice. But who does not see that this 
system 1s in direct opposition to all acknowledged 
principles of justice, and those numerous passages: 
of scripture which declare that every man shal! 
die for his own iniquities, and that every one- 
shall be rewarded according to their works? And 
further, that it renders it utterly impossible for, 
any one to receive according to thei: deserts, and 
when the question is asked when will the time 
come when every one shall have received accor- 
ding to their works, we are under the necessity 
of adopting the language of the Rev. Mr. Thatch 
er of Piaufield, in auswer to thé same question, 
and say, when the happiness of the saints 
shall come te an end, and the misery of the 
wicked shall cease, which is: paramount to 


rewards and punishments, according to the works 
of the creature falls to the ground. We will now 
endeavor to take a scriptural view of the subject, 
aud we find mankind represented as all under 
sin,and consequently under moral death, as saith 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles, “the love of 
Christ constraineth us because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead.” And 
that it was God’s original purpose and desiga to 
raise mankind frem this state through Jesus 
Christ, to the enjoyment of Eternal Life, is far 
more evident, in thatthe same Apostle hath said, 
“Moreover the law entered that the offence might 
abound, but where sin abounded grace did much. 
more abound, that as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign, through righteousness,. 
unto etergal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Herein is the law of God manifested towards, 
us in sending. his sun iuvo the world that we 
might live through him. If we admit God had 
a purpose or design, we must believe he will 
carry that design into effect, or he ceases to be 
that beiay “who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will,” and as we cannot save 
ourselves or obtain justification by works of our 
own, we are dependent on him to work in our 
hk ewrts the work of faith with pewer, and sv shed 
‘abroad his love in our hearts as to enable us tw 





But we are far from believing from any thing 
we find in the inspired book that God designed 
this death to be endless, and to place himselt iry 
the serious predicament in which Dr. Bur 


fulfil his law by loving one another. Now deur 
sir, it really appears to me that bad you realized 
this law was a transcript of the divine image, und 


places him in his treatise on atonement whic}, jg| that it not only requires us to love: these who 
so highly approved by your sect,in which: he|love us, or those of our own sect or denomiba_ 
represents him as beimg under the necessity’ of! tion, but that it requires #3 ‘0 juve our enemies 
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an Eastern Prince who issued alaw that. th re 









and as Christ was the very God, his sufferings — 


saying it must come to an end or the doctrine of ~ 
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; God has loved us while we were his enemics 
+ wicked works; and as God is unchangeable 
his love to us, so’we should be in ours to one 


in _-another, you never would have departed so far 
he fm ! from its requirements at that time as to say uato 


me, ‘stand by, for 1 am more holy than thou,’ 
especially when we had dismissed our meeting 
that you might be accommodated with our hous¢ 
of worship. And Iam further satisfied that it 
was not to favour the feelings of Judge Smith 
and family,for they manifested a desire the even- 
ing previous to unite with any who were dis- 
posed to sympathize with them in their afflic- 
tions, in presenting their supplications to the 
throne of Grace for mercy and consolation in 
that needful time: 

And dear sir, I farther believe that had you 
possessed a knowledge of God’s will, and under- 
stood his promises as made by his holy apostles 
and Prophets that ‘‘as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive,” you never 
would have dismissed those mourning friends 
without even the usual addresses, but would have 
called their minds to contemplate the accomplish- 
ment of those great and glorious promises when 
all things sha!l be subdued unto God, through the 
Mediation of Jesus, and all thingsbe reconciled 
through the blood of the cross. Neither would 
you have attempted to excuse yourself for treat- 
ing me with neglect, which it appears you felt 
was a breach «f that law of love to the require- 
ments of which you had been calliag upon us all 
tosubmit,by sayingjyou believed I was*strength- 
ening the hands of the wicked by promising him 
Life.” But we can say, “Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” 

It appears that the beloved disciple Jobn, was 


‘not afzaid to tell the people that God had given 


them Eternal Life, and that this life was in his 
Son, and informs us that he that believes not this 
record “hath made God a liar, because he be- 
lieveth not the record that God gave of his 
Son.” Now Sir, while you accuse us of strength- 
ening the hands of the wicked by informing them 
that God bath tgiven them Life, and that this 
life is in his Son, we would caution you against 
giving Godjihe lie by contradicting the record 
that God hath given of his Son, and would ex- 
hort you to receive the Son and his doctrine, 
that yov may have /ife, for he that loveth not his 
brother, abideth in death. Whosoever hateth 
his brother is a murderer, and ye know tliat no 
murderer hath eternal Life abiding in him. 

Christ informed the Jews that he knew them 
that they had not the love of God in them, and 
this he knew by their cruel treatment to him, for 
love worketh no ill to its neighbor. 

Now sir, I would be informed how we shall 
persuade the wicked to turn from his wickedness 
and receive Christ and his doctrine only by per- 
suading him to believe that God hath given bim 
eternal Life, and that this life is in his Son 1— 
“He that hath the Son hath life, but he that hath 
not the Sen of God hath not life.” 

Now we understand by this that to have the 
Son, is to have the spirit of Christ in our hearts 
which will cause us to love our enemies as he 
loved his, and to render good for evil in all cases. 
Bat this was a hard saying to the ancient Scribes 
and Pharisees, and we find it to be so to modern 
ones. But to return to the subject of strength- 
ening the hands of the wicked. 

Tf you will be so good as to turn to tue subject 
as recorded in Ezekiel, 13th Chapter, vou will 
find it was temporal life instead of eternal life, 
that the false prophets were promising the people 
when God had threatened them with a destruc- 
tion by sword, famiue and pestilence, and they 
seduced the people by saying peace, and there 
was no peace, and they beuled the heart of the 
daughter of my people slightly. See Jeremiah 
VI: 14—VHI: 11. This sin it appears was 
what made the hearts of the rightevus sad, who 
the Lord had not made sad and strengthened the 
hands of the wicked that he should not turn from 
his wicked way by promising him life. 

Let us now examine the subject as you apply 
at to us, for if we are guilty we sliould be glad to 
know it, that we may turn to the Lord who will 
have mercy, and to our God who will abundant- 


You say we make the hearts of the righte- 
ous sad by telling the wicked that God hath 
given them eternal life, and that this life is in 
his Son. From this we infer that you think 
you make the hearts of the righteous glad, by 
informing them that God hath given them e- 
ternal life in Christ, but that he hath reproba- 
ted the wicked to suffer endless wo, and that 
they (the righteous) are to be made unspeaka- 
bly happy in beholding them, notwithstanding 
there will be many of their nearest friends and 
relatives among the number of the wretched 
victims doomed by an irrevocable decree of a 
God of infinite love to suffer throughout the 
wasteless ages of eternity. 

If this is what you think makes the hearts of 
the righteous glad and encourages the repro-| 
bate to turn from his wicked way by promising | 
him death, I do not wonder you declined ad- | 
dressing the afflicted mourners on that occa- | 
sion, as it was impossible for you to determine | 
whether that beloved child that lay lifeless be- | 
fore you then was one of the elect or not, and 
as you could not discover by their feelings that 
they had drank so deep into the GLORIOUS 
dectrine of election and reprobation (as you 
must call it) as to be willing the little daught- 
er of their affections should be eternally damn- 
ed for the glory of God. I think you manifes- 
ted much prudence in passing the subject in 
silence, lest you should have discovered that 
it did not make their hearts rejoice and so be 
under the necessity of giving them up as rep- 
robates. 

Again I would ask was it being told he had 
sinned away the day of grace and that there 
was no mercy for him, that encouraged the 
prodigal to say I will arise and goto my Fath- 
er &c. in whose house there was bread e- 
nough and to spare? or was it being informed 
that his Fatherjhad willed the whole inheritance 
to his elder son, (who had so good an opinion 
of himself as to say, Lo these many years do I 
serve thee neither transgresed I at any time 
thy commandment) and reprobated him by an 
irrevocable decree of his divine love to be end- 
lessly banished from his house and the society 
of his elder brother? 

Now sir, it appears to me that it requires 
but very "little discernment to discover that 











ter of our Father in heaven with all his glori™ 
ous purposes and designs tespecting his chil” 
dren, and this we find to be sufficient to win 
our affections and enable us to trust in him at 
all times with.the most unlimited confidence. 
But that wisdom which is from beneath dic- 
tates a different course, first to set up an Im- 
age to suit itself, and then issue its decree, 
claiming the adoration or worship of all the 
realm, without regard to its perfection or im- 
perfection of character,its good er evil designs 
towards those called upon to be worshippers. 

But as though sensible that a knowledge of 
its true character would not be sufficient to 
cause all to become true worshippers, all kinds 
of coercive measures.are and have been resort- 
ed to, and even Nebuchadnezzars furnace. But 
we rejoice that we have the privilege you re- 
fered to in your discourse of reading our bibles 
and believing for ourselves, and we promise 
you we will strive to be faithful in improving 
it, God being our helper, andalso in speaking 
as we believe only permit the people to enjey 
this (one of the most inestimable blessings 
heaven has bestowed upon man,) and let them 
faithfully improve it, not only by speaking the 
truth in love,but by conforming our lives to the 
requirements of those general principles taught 
by the great Redeemer of man when he said, 
Whatsoever ye would that men should do un- 
to you, do ye evenso unto them, and darkness 
and discord shall flee our world apace. 

Yours in the love of the Gospel. 
T. BROWNING. 
Waterbury, Feb. 1833. 


POSSIBLE IMPOSSIBILITY. 

A pious lady, member of an Ozthodox church, 
sometime since became convinced of the truth 
of the doctrine of Universs’. salvation, and, un- 
like many in these days, she was not afraid nor 
ashamed to have it k»own. The Minister of 
the parish, becoming usquainted with the alarm- 
ing circumstance, made her_a visit to endeavor 
to convince her of ker dangerous error, and re- 
convert her to, the true orthodox faith, He was 
himself a thoroughgoing calvinist of the old 
school—and to use a vulgar figure—‘dyed in the 
wool’—He believed fully in the eternal decrees 
of election and reprobation; and in relation to 
this doetrine the lady proposed to him a number 








this course would have been very pleasing to 
that self-righteous brother, jit seems it would 
not have beem€alculated to make his heart sad 
in the least degree. 

Neither are we able to discern that it would 
have encouraged the poor perishing hungry 
prodigal to return from his wicked way. 

Again we would ask, was it not his present 
wretchedness or we may say the penalty of the 
law already executed, upon him, that brought 
him to his senses agreeable to the declaration 
of the Prophet, “Thine own wickedness shall 
correct thee; and thy backsliding shall reprove 
thee know therefore and see that it is an evil 
thing and bitter that thou hast forsaken the 
Lord thy God,” and while suffering under this 
wretchedness jand wo which it seems he con- 
sidered the just reward of his prodigality, was 
it not the hope that his Father’s love had not 
turned to hatred that encouraged him to return 
from his wicked way. And is it not the belief 
that God hath given them eternal life, and that 
this life is in his Son that encourages any sin- 
ner to seek his saving grace? But take away 
this faith or hope, and cruel despair with all 
its destroying powers seizes upon the mind, and 
it either seeks relief in self-destraction,or says 
as did Israel “There is no hope, no, for I have 
loved strangers and after them will I go.” 

Solomon says, “he that winueth souls is 
wise”, and I think we need much of that wis- 
dom which is from above in order to be suc- 
cessful in winning souls to God, instead of that 
which is beneath which is said to be earthly, 
sensual and devilish. 

Jesus our blessed Master was filled with 
“wisdom from above which was first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiali- 
ty and without hypocrisy;” and the course he 
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pursaed was to reveal the real and true charac- 


of queries,—told him thet if the doctrine was 
true, she did not wishto kuow any thing about 
it if she could; and fimally she asked him,—If it 
was her fate to have been eternally reprobated, 
what good it would da for her to know it or to 
believe it? Why, said he, that you might en- 
deavor, if possible to avoid it! Our calvinistic 
brethren appear to discover no difficulty in such 
a case—no absurdity at ali in a possible impossi- 
bility. Piict. 


CONCLUSIVE ARGUMENT. 

t vo threefold cord is not quickly broken.” Eccles 
Iv: 12, 
Our Methodist brethren readily admit that the 
wisdom, power, and goodness of God are engaged 
in effecting the salvation of mankind. Will some 
of them be kind enough to inform me what being is 
wiser, more powerfal, and more good than God ? 
If it is answered that there is no such being—I ask 
| again, Will not all be saved? “Yes,” says the Ar- 
minian, “if they will.”—Then it stands thas: God’s 
infinite wisdom, power, and goodness are engaged 
in effecting the saivation of man. His will, his pur- 
pose, and his exertions are all in favor ofthe same 

Jan wills not to be saved; and hence two threefold 
cords are came | broken, viz: the wisdom, power, 
and goodness—the will, purpose, and exertions of 
God by the imperfect aid and puerile exertions of 
man. O, the folly of Arminiaism. .C., Jr. 
Gospel Advocate. 


ANECDOTE, 

A Universalist preacher was recently engaged’ in 
religious conversation with an inconsiderate, enthu- 
siastic Partialist, when the latter, hard pressed for 
want of-argument, very sagely remarked, “If! be- 
lieved there was no eternal hell, for the my im- 

nitent, I would care but very little what I did, at 
east, [should take but little pains to de good.” 
“Well,” said the Universalist, ‘if’ you speak the 
truth, I heartily wish you believed in a dozen hells, 
for if a belief in one has any effect in restraining you 
from sin, it is probable that a belief in a dozen might 
make a tolerable decent man of you.”—‘*Whaso 
readeth let him understand.”-—Gosp. Advocate, 
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Original Communications. 


For the Watchman. 
Christian Preachers. 
As it is the object of Christianity to enlighten 
the world ; to turn men from the worship of idols 
to the service of the trae God—and as he who 


was its founder came to teach mankind “the way, 
the truth and the life,” it should be the first and 


most imperious duty of all those who profess to 
be his ministers, to follow his heavenly example. 
They should strive to impartto those who hear 
them the truths of the Scriptures in a clear and 
conclusive manner, so that they may in the words 
of the Prophet, feed the people with “knowledge 
and understanding,” 

Considerations like these have led me tu make 
a few plain statements relative to religious teach- 
ers,as they have existed in past time, and the 
kind of estimation in which they have been held 
by those who leoked te them for direction in 
spiritual concerns. 

In the Romish Church the scriptures have on- 
ly been made known to the people as has seemed 
best to the Priest orteacher. That “the Scrip- 
tures cannot be understood without an authoris- 
ed interpreter,” has been their current language, 
end consequently the greater mass of their hear- 
ers have been kept in gross ignorance of the 
written word. And these spiritual guides have 
been regarded by them, as almost a higher or- 
der of beings—instituted directly by heaven as 

keepers of men’s souls, having the power to grant 
men admission into heaven by special prayers, 
confessions, and the payment of tithes—or to 
shut them up forever in the regions of endless 
woe by denouncing them as heretics, and passing 
upon them the sentence of excommunication ! 

We all perhaps, wonder at the superstition of 
Catholicism, and sincerely pity the ignorance of 
those who are led to place such implicit confi- 
dence in the sayings of fallible beings like our- 
selves. I own it is much to be deplored—and we 
are led to rejoice in the prevalence of that spirit 
which will ultimately raise the human mind te a 
sense of its own native dignity. 

But in passing sentence on the sincere Catho- 
lic for attaching so much in.portance to the Pope 
and his priests, we may be inclined to forget that 
some features of this religion found its way into 
the ranks of the Protestants, at the time of the 
Reformation, and has remained among them 
more or less, ever since. Not to mention any 
instances in the present day, we have only to look 
back thirty or forty years, in order to ascertain 
how those were regarded who took upon them- 
selves the title of Reverend,and were considered ag 
sound in the faith of Calvia. It is an undeniable 
truth, that many of those whe did not possess more 
than ordinary capacities, were looked upon as 
almost paragons in wisdom—ans beings who were 
partiaily inspired, at least—whose opinions must 
be asked in all difficult questions, and whose de- 
cisions were often deemed infallible. Not but 
that they were good men, goed neighburs and 
citizens, and doubtless often wondered within 
themselves why they were so highly honored.— 
But this was the opinion of the times, and they 
were ledto govern themselves accordingly, As 
they expected honur and reverence, they receiv- 
ed it from old and young—and when their opin- 
ions were given with a grave solemnity, it was the 
sure indication of a bold and hardened dispesi- 
tion to question the accuracy of their decisions ! 

The situation of the “standing order,” so call- 
e4, in England and America at the time Wesley 
and Whitfield commenced their labors in the 
world, operated strongly in favor of these emi- 
mest men. Religion hadin a great measure, 
become dull—and so much did :t consist in forms, 
and acertain round of duties, that its spirit had 
einiost left the sanctuary of populer opinion.— 
There were indeed sincere and devout ones both 
among the Clergy and laity, but there were too 
many of the former who lacked much in energy 
end zeal, if not in wisdom—who seemed to ima- 
gine their duties were wel! performed, if they 
made their appearance at Church on the Sabbath, 
end carried through the regular service in the 
mest convenient manner possible, after which, 
they had no more to de till the Sabbath came a- 
gain. Their discourses, however learnedly writ- 








ten, and nicely arranged under appropriate and 
various heads, were destitute of life and anima- 
tion; and thus many came and went away a- 
gain, who were in truth “forgetful hearers” and 
not “doers of the word,” t 

In this state of affairs, it is not at all to be won- 
dered, that the followers of Wesley and Whitfield 
should succeed in spreading their opinions in the 


Christian commanity. Gifted as these men were 
with commanding eloquence, and being possess- 
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sants”—which they declare to be the doctring. 
of endless misery. But neither the clergyman | 


ered to the saints; and they were unwilling to 
grant her the privilege of appearing before them 
attended by some friend to put them to the test 
of proving their charge; they therefore excom- 
municated her without a hearing. 


It is reported that a considerable number of 
the bers of the church are dissatisfied with 





ed with warm and fervent feelings, they incul 

ted ideas which were well received by the **com- 
mon people.” Among others, that which gave 
them the freedom on certain occasions ef expres- 
sing their own opinions in their own manner, 
believing that “where the spirit of the Lord was 
present, there also was liberty.” It is true, this 
liberty has been the means of leading many, as 
we think, into extremes, and of causing them to 
“give utterance” to certain sentiments and ex- 
pressions by this supposed movement of the 
Spirit, which would not bear the test of examin- 
ation! But one extreme most commonly follows 
another, and these are already giving place to a 
new order of things. The day has come when 
all candid and reflecting Christians are of the 
opinion that instruction and edification in the 
truths of the scriptures are necessary—and that 
those who profess to be teachers in the School 
of Christ should strive in all their ministrations 
to feed the hearers with the enduring ‘‘bread of 
life” —to reason with them understandingly—to 
be clothed with humility and charity,—and to 
preach nothing butthat which they themselves 
understand, and which they do net regard as of 
sufficient importance to fill them with hely con- 
fidence and zeal. When this shall be the char- 
acter of the Christain. Ministry throughout the 
land—those inexplicable theories of the Trinity— 
Vicarious suffering-—total depravity-—endless 
misery, and others of “their kind,” will be given 
to the four winds; the truth of God's impartial 
love to his childrea, and his purpose to save them 
all with an everlasting salvation will be fearlessly 
made known, and mankind instead of worship- 
ping “they know not what,” will be true and de- 
vout worshippers of the Farner, “in spirit and in 
truth.” J. G, A. 

SF 

From the et. 
EXCOMMUNICATION, 

Mr. Enrror :—! have obtained copies of the 
following Letters from Mrs. Bachelder, with the 
liberty te publish them in the ‘Trumpet, should 
you think proper. 

Soon after Mrs. Bachelder had announced to 
Rev. Mr. Savage, pastor of the Presbyterian 
church in this town, that she had renounced the 
doctrine of endless misery, he waited upon her, 
attended by one of the deacons, for the purpose 
of reclaiming her from her apostacy. But from 
the account of those present on the occasion, the 
interview closed notin the least favorable to the 
' doctrine which he undertook to defend. He then 
| proposed to her to read a work written by Bishop 
| Butler, attempting to substantiate the doctrine 

of endless misery by analogy. Her second Let- 
‘ter contains her views of the work. 

Finding that neither the exertions of the cler- 
gyman, nor the deacons, nor the analogous rea- 
soning, of Batler, could move her from her po- 
sition, they sent her a citation to appear before 
the church session, to answer to the charge of 
renouncing “a doctrine onee delivered to the 
saints.” This called forth the thirdletter. She 
proposed te meet them provided she could be 
allowed the privilege of counsel of her own 
choice. They would not grant her request, and 
consequently she did not attend’at the time and 
place appointed. They then senther a second 
citation, aud she again replied that she would 
appear before them if she could be allowed the 
privilege of counsel, and stated the impropriety 
of a single female, unaccompanied by any friend, 
appearing before a council of twelve men, to an- 
swer to a charge of heresy, or in other words, 
to contend “against principalities and powers.” 
But they still refused to grant this most reasona- 
ble request, and within a few days she has re- 
ceived a letter of excommunication. 

The only eharge brought against her is that 
of renouncing a “doctrine once delivered to the 








their unjust and illiberal proceedings ; and it is 
hoped, that the dissatisfaction may become so 
general, that a reformation may be effected in 
their proceedings, in like case, in future. 

By publishing the following letters, you will 
gratify your readers in this place, and add an- 
other proof that Universalists arrive at their faith 
by refiection and thorough investigation. 

A NEIGHBOR. 
“Bedford May. 22, 1832. 

“Rey, Mr. Savacz :—I deem it an indispen- 
sable duty, to make known to yourself and the 
church, the charge, that has recently taken place 
in my sentiments. 

“Educated as I have been, in the belief of re- 
wards and punishments after death, und having 
given testimony to the same, by uniting with 
christians of that class, no person, | think, who 
is acquainted with the honest simplicity of my 
character, can suppose that I would give up a 
one of so much magnitude, without a strog- 
gle. 
“The truth, Sir has been gradually forced up- 
oa my mind, not altogether by the commenta- 
ries of Universalists, or the bad conduct of ma- 
ny who teach the doctrine of endless misery, 
but by concessions, made by the greatest com- 
mentators and advocates of the doctrine of end- 
less misery, together with reading the scriptures. 
I believe, that a calm inquiry into the subject, 
by any candid persons, would be sufficient to 
convince them, that universal salvation is the 
doctrine that is taught in the inspired writings. 

“] am aware, Sir, that this declaration will 
excite disgust in the minds of all those who have 
placed any confidence in me as a christian; I 
am also aware, that I subject myself to much 
persecution. But Sir, all this does net intimi- 
date me. Itake up my cross, in the face of 
popular public opinion, for truth’ssake. Never- 
theless, if any person can satisfactorily prove 
that the doctrine of endless misery is taught by 
divine inspiration, I shall be as ready to believe 
itas any other person. But, if it can be proved 
by the most learned commentetors of different 
denominations, that the doctrine ‘originated a- 
mong the heathen, and came gradually into use,’ 
I hope no person will feel disposed to pronounce 
me a heretic, for believing God, rather than 
man. 

“Tam not aware, Sir, in any one instance, of 
having forfeited my right to a seat at the com- 
munion table. But I am sensible, that the 
members of this church cannot fellowship a U- 
niversalist ; and as T have no desire to injare 
any one’s feelings, I shall not present myself at 
the approaching communion. 

“J desire, Sir, that you willhave the goodness 
to read this to the church, that they may all un- 
derstand, that the charge in my sentiments pro- 
ceeds from principle, and not from caprice. 
“Respectfully, your humble servant, 

“Lucretia BacHeLpen. 
Rey. Thomas Savage.” 

“Bedford July 31, 1832. 
“Rev. Sirn:—I have endeavored to reap in- 
struction from the book which you had the good- 
ness to send me, and shall take the liberty to 
notice some of the passages, from which I gath- 
er such instruction. Page 54—‘The fact of the 
case is, which we find by experience, that He 
(God) actually exercises dominion, or govern- 
ment over us at present, by rewarding and pun- 
ishing us, for our actions, in as strict, and prop- 
er a sense of these words, and even in the same 
sense’ as children, servants, subjects, are rewar- 
ded and punished by those whe gevern them.’ 
Can any inference be drawn, Sir, either from 
reason or revelation, that we shall receive the 





just reward of sin in this life, and then suffer 


nor his deacons were able to produce the least “a ; 
evidence that any such ductrine was ever deliv- # 
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? as 


1 which inference must be drawn, from the 


| “above reasoning, if we admit the idea of end- 
| ‘less misery; unless it can be shown, that the 


“spirit of mau sins after death, for which endless 
punishment is to be inflicted. But the author’s 
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* whole argument ‘of the government of God, by 


punishments,’ is in favor of my present idea of 
the subject ; although Tam far from supposing, 
that he intended to disseminate the idea, that 
man receives the just reward of sin in this life. 

“Again; the author observes ‘That many 
truths of the Bible, have not yet been discover 
ed,* and eu page 262, ‘the whole scheme of 
scripture is not yet understood,’ and farther, 
‘that it must be brouglit to light, by the contin- 
uance and progress, of learning and liberty, and 
by particular persons attending to, comparing, 
and pursuing intimations, scattered up and down 
in it, which are overlooked, and disregarded, by 
the generality of the world.’ I cannot, Sir, in 
Justice to my feelings, withhold the idea, that 
that the paiticular persons here alluded to, may 
be Universalists; who have brought ‘truths to 
light, by comparing aud pursuing intimations 
scattered up and down in scripture, which are 
overlooked or disregarded by the generality of 
the world.’ ‘For,’ he adds ‘this is the way in 
which all improvements are made.’ If the au- 
thor had possessed the gift of prophecy, he could 
scarcely have pointed out modern Universalist 
ministers in a more striking point of view. 

“It wasto be expected, Sir, that from a book 
of so much reasoning on the subject, some prvof 
would be brought forward, to support the doc- 
trine of endless misery. But as he brings no 
such proof from scripture evidence, it confirms 
my apprehension that none can be] produced. 
Although the Bishop bestows much labor to 
prove that a revelation ought to be received up- 
on the supposition of its having been given in the 
first ages, and handed down from generation to 
generation, without having been committed to 
“writing, yet, until some evidence can be pro- 
duced, that will show to whom such a doctrine 
as endless misery was revealed, and by whom 
handed down, I cannot, conscientiously, receive 
it as the revealed will of God. 

“I could not, in charity, have believed, Sir, 
had not the evidence been furnished me, by ove 
of their own advocates, that our reverend clergy, 
have, for a whole century,* been propagating a 
doctrine, of which they were sensible they had 
no revelation in their Bibles. And to inculcate 
such a doctrine, upon the supposition that it was 
revealed to the heathen, is still more absurd. 
As well may it be avserted that immolation of 
females, and the sacrifice of children, is the re- 
vealed will of God, and where would the absur- 
dity end ? 

“But, Sir, since we have a revelation of the 
state of the dead, and nene respecting their be- 
iag miserable in that state, would it not be great- 
er wisdom in us, to regulate our principles of be- 
lief by what is revealed, rather than adopt a 
heathenish tradition in opposition to such reve- 
lation ? 

“We discover a disposition in the author of 
the book, to suppress passages of scripture, 
which do not favor*his scheme, and to lop off, or 
add to,certain passages, fur the sake of defending 
his faverite doctrine. Otherwise, we should con- 
sider his argument ‘of the {particular evidence 
of christianity’ the most unexceptionable part of 
the work; for the very ostensible reason, that 
the arguments are drawn from scripture evidence. 
Such evidence when rightly applied, will bear 
more weight with me, than all the analagous 
reasoniag that can be built upon heathenish 
rites and fables. 

“T'o establish the infallibility of my judgment, 
Sir, makes no part of my design. Yet it is as 
much impossible te resist the evidence of my 
senses,together with the enlargement of my views 
and extension of the benevolent feelings, as it 
would be for any members of your church, to 
renounce their present belief, without full and 
convincing evidence that they are wrong. But 
if ‘God had chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the mighty,’ surely weak minds must 
be permitted to form an opinion of their own.— 


It is not in reality a change of religion; we be- 
lieve in the same God, the same mediator, and 
the same resurrection. The only difference is 
that we have lopped off, some heathenish tradi- 
tions, and adopted scripture evidence in their 
stead. 

“If, Sir, you have a brief work upon the im- 
mortality of the soul, I should be gratified with 
the perusal of it, as I would like to examine both 


sides of the question; or perhaps Sir, you can 
give me a satisfactory reason, why the ancients 
ot the Old Testament, and primitive christians 
of the New, never expressed any concern about 
their immortal, or never dying souls. 

“I hope, Sir, you will not feel disposed to con- 
demn Universalists, wittout knowing ‘the rea- 
son of the hope that isin them.’ ‘The judge 
that would pass sentence, without hearing all the 
evidence on both sides, would excite the honest 
indignation of an enlightened community. And 
may we not consider matters of religious opinion, 
a parallel case? And since you have expressed 
a wish, that both sides should be read, (a prep- 
osition to which I readily assent) I hope Sir that 
yourself and others, will conform to the same 
rule. Although, I have less reason than former- 
ly, to be anxious about the immortal soul; yet I 
have a great desire, that all should come to the 
knowledge of the truth, and be saved from sin, 
and from ignorance of the true meaning of the 
scriptures. 

4 “Respectfully Yours, 

‘Lucretia BacHELDER. 
Rev. Thomas Savage.” 

“Bedford, Sept. 4, 1832. 

“GENTLEMEN :—I received your order of the 
30th August, by the hand of Dea. John French, 
clerk of the session, and have duly con: idered it. 
My reason for renouncing the doctrine of end- 
less misery, has repeatedly been given you, viz: 
because, upon athervugh investigation of the 
subject, I do not tind it to be a doctrine which 
the Bible teaches. If the doctrine of future pun- 
ishment, or pubishment after death, ‘was once 
delivered to the saints,’ you, gentleman, can un- 
doubtedly point to the place, where the doctrine 
was once delivered. And if you are alle to show 
me where the doctrine of endless misery was 
first ‘delivereé to the saints,’ surely you have 
given yourselyes much unnecessary trouble, by 
sending se many messengers to me, without in- 
vesting them with the power to accomplish the 
purpose forwhiech they were sent. My Bible 
teaches that ‘life and immortality were brought 
to light through the gospel,’ but I have never 
been able to find that the doctrine of endless 
misery was brought to light through the gospel ; 
if such a passage oceurs in holy writ, notwith- 
standing my diligent search, I have never been 
able to find it. 

“I believe there is a principle in man, ‘to be 
made immortal through death and the resurrec- 
tion, but I do not believe that principle to be de- 
signated by the word soul. Iff were to admit 
the immortality ef the soul, I must not only ad- 
mit the immortality of this ‘vile body,’ but that 
beasts also are immortal. For the seripture use 
of the word soul is applicable to both man and 
beast. Lev. v: we read, ‘Ifa soul touch any 
unclean thing,’ &c. Here we see the word soul 
represents the whole body or person. Lev. xxii: 
11—‘But if the priest buy any soul with money, 
he shall eat of it, and he that is born in his house 
they shall eat of his meat.’ Here the word soul 
is evidently apptied toja beast. I will also quote 
a part of the 28th ver. of the 3ist chap. of Num- 
bers—‘One soul of five hundred, both of the per- 
sone, and of the beeves, and of the asses, and of 
the sheep.’ Many other passages may be ad- 
dueed, but the above are sufficient for my pres- 
ent purpose. To show that the New Testament 
writers made a distinction betwixt the soul and 
spirit, I refer you to Heb. iv: 12, and Thess. v. 
23. Mr. Savage has already admitted, that the 
two words, life and soul, were taken from the 
Greek word psuche ; that the word spirit, was ta- 
kes from the Greek, pneuma ; and if my informa- 
tion is correct, the word which signified gospel 
life was transiated from the word zoe. 

“T believe in the resurrection, as it is taught 





by St. Paul, in the 15th chapter of 1 Cor. The 


whole energy of that apustle’s mind appearsto be 
directed to the establishment of this doctrine. 
A belief in salvation for emancipation from the 
sleep of death, he considered a sufficient induce- 
ment to turn them from idolatry, to the worship 
of the one living and true God. 

“I know that many of the good people of this 
church have said, if they believed in universal 
salvation, they would lay no restraint upon their 
sinful desires. But if the dove of virtue is nota 
sufficient inducement to practice it; gratitude to 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for their uni- 
ted efforts in raising poor sinful man, from the 
dark and silent tomb, to life and immortality, F 
say gratitude, for this great act of beneficence, 
may teach us to live ‘soberly, and righteously, 
and piously, in the present evil world.’ 

“It has been very confidently asserted by 
some of the members of this church, that a de- 
scription of the resurrection of the literal dead, 
is given by our Saviour in John v: 28, 29. But 
it appears far more evident to my mind, that our 
Saviour borrowed his language, or figure of 
speech, from the Old Testament, as it is admit- 
ted by eminent writers that he often does, with- 
out giving any intimation of it. Let us exam- 
ine in what sense the word grave, is used in the 
Old Testament. Ezek. xxxvii: 12—*Therefore 
prophecy, and say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord God, Behold O, my peony I will open 
your graves, and cause you to Eome up out of 
your graves, and bring you into the land of Is 
rael.’ May not the moral and pelitical death of 
the Israelites, be represented under the figure of 
the dry bones, in this chapter, and may not the 
verse which [ have quoted above, together with 
13th and 14th verses, predict their resurrection 
from that death, their return to their city, and 
the restoration of their rights and privileges as a 
nation? Let us now see how far our Saviour’s 
language in John v : 28, 29 egrees with the proph- 
ecy in Daniel xii. 2—‘And many of them that 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt.’ If it is contended, that this 
also, refers to the end of time, I think the point 
may be settled, by reading the 6th and 7th verses. 
In the latter part of the 6th, the prophet inquires 
—'How long shall it be to the end of these won- 
ders?’ The last clause of the 7th auswers this 
question—‘And when he shall have accomplish 
ed to scatter the power of the holy people.all, 
these things shall be finished.’ 

“Who were the holy people ? Evidently 
those who in other places are called, the whole 
house of Israel. The children of God. The 
children of the kingdom, &e. Will any one 
contend that the power of ‘holy people’ was not 
scattered, at the destruction of their city and 
temple.’ . 

“Gentlemen, I submit the above remarks for 
your consideration, hoping your minds may be 
so far divested of prejudice, that you may exam- 
ine the subject with that candor, which its im- 
portance demands. J have no objection, Gen- 
tlemen, to meet you at the time and place ap- 
pointed in your citation, provided you will ad 
mit mea counsel of my own choice. Otherwise, 
I shall not consider myself bound to obey your 
summons. 

“Respeetfully your very humble servant, 

“Lucretia Bacnecper. 


To the session of the church in Bedford..” 


“ Bedford, Sept. 21. 1832. 

“GENTLEMEN :—I have just received your op- 
der of the 20th Sept. through the medium of 
Deacon Dole to Mr. Bachelder, through which 
medium, | am also informed, that I cannot he 
admitted counsel of my choice. But gentlemen 
I need trace the annals of time scarce one year 
backward to point you to a precedent; where a 
Rev. clergyman was not only permitted to choose 
a counsel that was not a believer in his particu- 
lar creed, but was also indulged with the privi- 
lege, of having his trial under his own roof. And 
where your Rev. pastor did himself the honos— 
or rather honored the council with his presence. 

“Wherefore then the propriety of charging a 
single female with heresy, and citing her to ap- 
pear before twelve men, or to contend with prip- 








cipalities and powers, without the aid of counsel? 
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Is the crime of believing with the apostle, that. 
God will have all men to come to a knowledge 
of the truth and be saved, so much great thun 
lasciviousness in a reverend divine? so much 
greater than that of insulting female purity, and 
dignity? O teil it not in Giah! Publish ir not 
in the streets of Askelon ! 

“Gentleman | ueither ask, nor expect, any 
mitigation of the rigor of your laws towards me ; 
bat the hidden leaven is at work ;—free inquiry 
is on the march ;—truth is gaining ground ;—and 
to spare yourselves the pain of excluding more 
worthy persons from the communion-table, it 
would be highly commendable to get up a con- 
vention, for the express purpose, of reforming 
your church government altering your creed— 
To top off, {that offensive portion of your creed, 
which no person is willing to acknowledge he be- 
lieves, to insert the more popular, and more ra- 
tional belief, that the ‘atonement was wade for 
all.’?. And finally gentlemen weuld it not be ra- 
tional to assert, that Christ arose from the same 
number for which he died? 

“Gentlemen, I am ready to obey your sum- 
mons, upon the very. reasonable condition, that 
you allow me to choose my counsel. 

“With all difference and respect I remain gen- 
tlemen your very humble servant, 

“Lucretia BacHELpER. 


To the session of the Church in Bedford. 


SEB WATCHUAR, 


“Woodstock, February 23, 183s. 
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Ministerial Appointments. 
The editor will preach at Post Mills village (Thet- 
ford) on the 2nd sabbath in March. 








Consolations of Infidelity. 

By the term of infidelity, [ mean those who deny all 
religious obligations,—disbelieve the existence of an in- 
telligent First Cause of the Universe. That there are 
such in community, every one knows, who has the least 
acquaintance with human society, And we find some 
in the ranks of avowed Infidels, who Jabor with a zeal 
sad asiduity in the promulgation of their chilling doc- 
trines, worthy a better cause. And although they 
claim much liberality, and utterly disclaim all bigotry, 
yet we find many of them are the most clamerous of 
séctaries, and quite as unreasonable and self-sufficient, 
as the most coasumate begot or enthusiast. 

Now why are they so determived, and why do they 
exert themselves so much to spread their sentiments? 
Is it because it will encourage the practice of virtue, or 
enhance the present happiness of mankind ? They 
surely cannot pretend the foriner,for the exainples of the 
believers of their doctrines prove to the contrary. And 
as for the latter, whatis there in their views, which 
tend to render any one the more happy by their adop- 
tion? What are the hopes which Infidelity afford man- 
kind? What is our situation in this werld, according to 
this doctrine? By it, we are taught, that the beautiful 
landscape, which we survey with so much pleasure, is 
the production of blind chance,—only a beantiful 

Kaleidoscope! That we, ourselves, are the pro:.ue- 
tion of chance, like the rest of the affair, and continual- 
ly subject to the sport of this blind, unconscious power. 
That we have no Father, God, in whom to confide in 
the hour of affliction, and the day of adversity. 

This view presents to us no power, except the law- 
less power of chance, in whom to confide, that is supe- 
rior to man, When we are talsiy accused, and made to 
suffer innocently, by this gloomy view, we are taught, 
that there is no superintending all-wise Power, who 
kuows our hearts, and sees ourinnocence, and in whom 
we can repose the utmost confidence—feel fully assured 
that he will enable us to come off conquerers, and more 
than conquerers. But, we must settle down upoa the 
dreary hope, that chance, biind, lawless chance will yet 
relieve us from our troubles. 

Will this relieve our minds, or afford any comfort to 
ws when we are involved in troubles and sorrows? 
We appeal to the good sense of every reader on this 
point. 

Then too,the future hopes which Infidelity afford,what 
‘are they? That when this'moriai life shall end, we 
shall be cast into eternal oblivion—consigned to the ev- 
erlasting shades of non—existence—-to the cold and 
dreary mansions of the dead, there to‘sleep one long, 
eternal unwakened sleep.’ This is the dreary prospect, 


lieve this for themselves, or any one else? Will it afford 
to the Infidel himself, any comfort or satisfaction, when 
he is:streached.on the bed of death, expecting, that ev- 
ery moment willbe his last, that then he shall be con- 
signed to eternal non—existence ? or will it afford us 
any satisfaction, when we behold the dearest objects of 
of our hearts affections breathe their Jast, to reflect that 
then there is an eternal end of them, that when they 
are laid in their graves, they are eternally shut out from 
onrsight? Will such reflections comfort us? Issuch a 
prospect desireable ? 

Let those answer, who have been called to part with 
those who were as dear as their own lives, the sunder- 
ing of the ties by which they were bound, was like 
severing their heartstrings. Let those answer from whose 
fond. embarce, death has snatched a parent, a brother, 
a sister, a child, and even the companion of their bosom. 

But unlovely and chilling as this doctrine is to the 
best affections—destructive as it must be to human hap- 
piness yet it is what is dignified with the name of phi- 
losophy, and is presented to us asa substitute, for the 
bright hogss which revelation unfolds.” Yet, there are 
those in the community, who deny and ridicule revela- 
tion, who offer us this miserable belief, for the hope of a 
future life of immortality and happiness. 

And these persons claim the title of philosiphers and 
benefactors of mankind, because they have made the 
wonderful discovery, that we are Fatherless and the 
world without an intelligent Creator and Governor— 
that when we die, we are to live no more forever. 

Reader, contrast the doctrines and consolations affor- 
ded by Infidelity, with ‘those unfolded by revelation, 
and choose which you will adopt as your own. F. 


“Lest we should he charged with plagiarism by some 
of our readers, we weuld iniorm them, that this article 
was originally, a considerable part of it, published in the 
‘Impartialist,’ ‘from our pen, some time since over the 
signiture of ‘ALETHETA.’ 

MAN. 

Man is naturally a Wevotional being. No tribe or race 
of men, have been found, so rude and barbarous, but 
that they have had some object or objects of devotion ; 
—or at least, evidence has not been produced sufficient 
to fully establish the fact, that such a people do exist on 
our globe. No matter what that object or objects may 
be, if they be the sun, moon, stars, or birds, beasts, ser- 
pents, it proves to demonstration, that man is naturally 
prone to pay homage to some object, which is supposed 
to be superior to themselves or peculiarly advantageous. 
This universal apprehension of some power superior to 
man, to which it is necessary to render religious hom- 
age, that they may'secure its favor, or placate its wrath, 
is no doubt produced by the situation inawhich mankind 
are placed in this a 

Such is our situation, that we daily and hourly feel 
the need of the support of some power, capable of govern- 
ing all the affairs of earth,or that such a power is our sup- 
port. We cannot but feel conscious of one or both these 
facts, when we Jook around, and behold the theusands of 
wonders which surround us—the multitude of effects 
produced by somesecret, mysterious power, which we 
cannot control. 

Wesee the furious huricane passing over the earth, 
strewing desolation and death in its path—we stand up- 
on the shore of the mighty deep, and behold the im- 
mense eXpanse of waters before us, beunded only by the 
horrison, and consider the multitude of human beings 
embarked upon its borom, and mark the majesty and re- 
sistless power with which its waves tumble upon the 
shore—when we seé our friends falling around us, vic- 
tims of death—then it is that we feel there is a power 
far superior to man—-then itis, that we raise our thoughts, 
if not our voices,to him in humble supplication. At such 
times, the most daring Atheist forgets his avowed prin- 
ciples and follows the dictates of his nature,—then he 
prays to that God, for protection, whose existence he de- 
nied, and the belief of which, he ridiculed, while he saw 


no danger. ‘ F. 
« 








Vicaricus Atonement. 

In our last weeks paper we offzred some remarks on 
the fulfilment of the divine law by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
and in those remarks we had occasion to netice the pop- 
ular motions that our Saviour fulfilled the law, and suf- 
fered its penalty in the room and stead of mankind, who 
are the subjects of thatlaw. In the course of our obser- 
vations we alluded tothe language of some eminent di- 
vines and reformers, and promised, at some future time, 
to lay some of this language before ourfreaders. This 
promise we will now endeavor to fulfil. 

The doctrine of vicarious atonement, or, that Christ 
died as a substitute for sinners, and that his blood was a 








which this chilling doctrine presents us. And, will it 


°fford any very great consolation to any one, to be- 





ransom price paid for the redemption of mankind, has 
given rise to some of the most absurd sentiments, and 


the more general belief was, that it was paid to the Dev-. 
of Adam. 


“we are bought with a price, as Paul affirms, we must 
have been bought from some person whose’ slaves we 
were, who also demanded what price he pleased, that he 
might dismiss from bis power those whicvhe held. But 
it was the devil that held us. For to him we had been 
given over for our sins. Wherefore he demanded the 
blood of Chrivt as the price of our redemption.” Opera, 
vol. ii. p. 486. fe also compares the death of Christ to- 
the deaths of those in the heathen world, who devoted 
themselves to avert public calamities, and says, “‘it is re- 
quisite, for some secret and incomprehensible reasons in* 
nature, that the voluntary death of arighteous man should 
discover the power of evil demons, who do mischief by 
means of plagues, dearths, tempests, &c. fs it not preb- 
able, therefore, that Christ died to break the power of 
the great demon, the prince of the other demons, who 
hasin his powerfthe souls of all the men that ever lived 
in the world.”’ Contra Celsum, p. 25. 

Austin, who wrote near the close of the fourth centu- 
ry, was of the same opinion. ‘* What,” says he, ‘‘is the 
powerof that blood, in which if we believe we shall be 
saved? and what is the meaning of being reconciled to 
God by the death ofhis Son? Was God the Father so 
angry with us, that he would not be pacified without the 
death ofhis Son? By the justice of God the race of man 
was delivered to the devil; the sin of the first man be- 
ing transferred to all his posterity, the debt of their first 
parents binding them ; net that God did it, or ordered it, 
but he permitted them to be so delivered.” He further 
says, “But the devil was not to be overcome by the pow- 
er, but by the justice of God ; and it pleased God, that, ia 
order to deliver men from the power of the devil, the 
devil should be overcome, not by power, but by justice.” 
Again he says, ‘‘The blood of Christ is given as a price ; 
and yet the devil, having received it, is not enriched, but 
bound by it, that we might be delivered from his bonds.” 
De Trinitate, lib, xiii. cap. xi. Opera, vol. iii. pp. 414- 
417. ’ . 

The same opinion was advanced by Ambrose, Bishop 
ot Milan; by Proctus of Constantinople, and by some 
other writers ofthat period. It was, however, somewhat 
doubted by Gregory Nazianzen, aneminent writer of 
the same age. ‘‘We may inquire,” he says, “into a fact, 
and an opinion, which has been overlooked by many, 
but which I have diligently considered, viz. to whom, 
and for what, was the blood of Christ shed? We wereia 
the possession of the devil, being sold tofhim for sin, we 
having received the pleasures ofsimin return. But if 
the price of redemption could only be received by him 
who had possession of us, I ask, to whom was this blood 
paid, and for what cause ? For if it was paid to that wick- 
ed one, it was shameful indeed; and if he not only re- 


for such a price it was certainly just that he should spare 
us, Was the price paid tothe Father? But how? for 
we were not held by him, and how could the Father be 
delighted with the blood of his only begotten Son, wher 
he would not receive Isaac, who was offered to him by 
Abraham? Or rather, did the Father receive the price, 
not because he desired, or wanted it, but becauseit was 
convenient that man should be sanctified by what was 
human ip God; that he, by conquering the tyrant, might 
deliver us, and bring us to him?” rat. xlii. Opera, p. 
691. 

Shocking as the above expressions must appear to ev- 
ry sincere christian, and lover of gospel simplicity and 
truth, their horrid absurdity falls far short of language 
which we find injthe writings of eminent divines and re- 
formers of a Jater period, who believed the price of men’s 
redemption was paid to \God, to satisfy his justice, or 
rather, we should sav his revenge, and not to the devil. 
These writers ascribe to our heavenly Father a charae- 
ter and conduct which would disgrace a Nero, a Caligu- 
la, or any other earthly tyrant; and apply such language 
to our blessed Redeemer as must shock the feelings of 
every piousheart. Aswe have not the work at hand, 
from which, some years since, we made the following 
extracts, we are unable to furnish the reader with par- 
ticular references. 

Martin Luther, the grea t reformer of the church from 
some of the errors and corruptions of Popery, speaking of 
the death of the Saviour,#as.a satisfaction to the violated 
justice of God, says,—-**Christ is innocent concerning his 
own person, and therefore he ought not to be hanged en 
a tree; but because, according to the law of Moses, ev- 
ery thiet and malefactor ought to de hanged, therefure, 





ceived a price from God, but God himself was that price, . 





Those who first embraced this doctrine were very much ay 
at a loss todetermine to Whom this price was paid; but © 


il, to whom all mankind had been given over for the sin, Ea 
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_ Origin has fally expressed this opinion. “If,” says he, ¥ . fo 
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“Christ also, according to the law, ought to be hanged ; 


“one, but of all sinners and thieves. And this, no doubt, 
all the prophets did foresee in spirit, that Christ should 
decome the greatest transgressor, murderer, thief, rebel, 
and blasphemer, that ever was or could be in the world. 
For he, being made a sacrifice for the sins of the whole, 
is not now an innocent person without sins—is not now 
‘the Son of God, born of the virgin Mary, but a sinner.— 
When the law, therefore found him among thieves, it 
“condemned and killed him as’a thief.” 

The celebrated John Calvin, in reference to the vica- 
rious.atonement made to God by Christ, says,—Now 
when it is demanded how Christ hath done away our sins, 
and taken away the strife between us and God, and pur- 
chased such. righteousness as might make him (God) 
favorable and well willing toward us: it may genorally 
be answered, that he has brought it to pass by the whole 
course of his obedience.” He further says that “God 
appeased himselt through the blood of the cross.” And 
again,x—‘‘The burden of damnation, from which we were 
delivered, was laid upon Christ. There is no other satis 
faction by which God, being displeased, may be made fa- 
vorable.” But, to cap the climax of absurd impiety, this 
writer says ‘Christ suffered in his soul the torments of a 
@amned and forsaken man ;” thus directly charging the 
apotless Lamb of God with sin and guilt! 

John Bunyan, the eccentric author of “Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” thus expresses himself on this subject: —“The 
grace of God comes by means of covenant, contract, or 
bargain; and God and Christ both bound themselves by 
an oath, to fulfil each his part of the agreement.” And 
further, ““God’s law did so seize upon the Lord Jesus, and 
so cruelly handle him, and so exact upon him, that it 

would never let him alone, unti] it hod accused and con- 
demned him, and executed him, ond serewed his very 
heart’s bleod out of his previous heart and side.” Again 
he says,—“Christ did not die the death ofa saint, but 
the death of a sinner ; a cursed and damned sinner.” 

Flavel, a celebrated Ep glish divine of the 17th centu- 
vy, says,—“To wrath, to the wrath of an infinite God, 
without mixture, to the very torment of hell, was Christ 
delivered; grad that by the hand. of his own Father.— 
God stood ¥ pon full satisfaction ; and would not remitone 
ain witkor tit. From this oblative Christ made of himself 
to God / or our sins, we infer the inflexible nature of di- 
vine j’ xstice, which could no other way be diverted from 
"5 nd appeased, but by the blood of Christ. Sparing 

W ercy is the least degree of mercy; yet this was deni- 
ed to Christ; he abated him not a minute of the time 

appointed tor his sufferings, nor one degree of wrath he 
had to bear: Justice will not bend in the least; but hav- 
ing to do with him on this aocount, resolves to fetch its 
pennyworths out of his blood! As the wrath, the pure, 
unmixed wrath ofGod, lay upon bissoul, so all the wrath 
of God was poured out upon him, even to the last drop, 
Asit was all the wrath of God that lay upon Christ, so it 
was his wrath, aggravated indivers respects beyond what 
the damned themselves do suffer.” 

We might multiply quotations similar to the above 
trom the writings of those who have been leoked up to 
as perfect models of Christian piety ; but we forbear.— 
Our blood chills within us whenever we read these hor- 
vid, and blasphemous expressions ; and we wish, for the 
honour of the Christian name, they could be forever 
blotted trom the pages of history. But they are there; 
and they teach us what lengths men will go in defence 
t: favorite end. Reader, let us all cleave to the sim- 
plicity and purity which arein the gospel of Christ ; and 
instead of 1ooking upon the great Parent of creation as a 
being filled with infinite malignity, pouring his relent- 
less fury ou the head of his inno@at and beloved Son, 
let us contemplate in him @ Father, and unchanging 
Friend, who is “in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself.” ' @ S 

CHRISTIAN PREA@GHER. 

‘The January number of this valuable publication 
has been received, containing a sérmon by Br. W. 
Skinner, on Female influence.’ This number is 
thé commencement ofthe Third Volume of this 
work. We wish Br. Drew abun4ant success, and 
should be glad of rendering him substantial aid, by 
forwarding the names of some of our friends as sub- 
scribers for the ‘Preacher.’ F. 





“Universalism growing religious.” 

The Editor of the “N.Y. Evangelist, seems to 
think, (as if it was a new thing) because the South 
Carolina Convention of Universalists,recommended 
the celebration of the Lord’s supper as often as may 
be thought expedient, in the several societies within 
its limits, that “Universalism is growing religious,” 


. for he sustained the person of asinner and a thief; not of 























But so far is orthodoxy from growing religious, that 
we fear from the ‘signs of the times,’ it is absolute- 
ly ‘running mad,’ and plunging deeper in iniquity. 

MORE CONVERSIONS IN THE MINISTRY! 

A letter in the last No. of the “Evangelical 
Magazine and Gospel Advocate,” addressed to 
the editors, states, that Elder Jesse Babcock, 
a Baptist preacher,in the town of Volney, Os- 
wego County, New York, has “thrown off the 
chains of Partialism,” and publicly advocates 
the doctrine of universal grace. The writer 
(Br. O. Whiston) says, Elder Babcock is sixty 
years of age, and has passed more than one 
half of that time in the ranks of our enemies— 
but is now coming up “‘to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty.”? ‘He possesses, (says 
the account) an unblemished moral character, 
and is beloved by all who know him. He ex- 
pressed a wish to become in fellowship with 
our denomination, and probably will make ap- 
plication at our next meeting of the ‘Black 
River Association.” 








Editors of Universalist publications are re- 
quested to give the following notice. 
The subscriber wishes all letters, papers, &c. 
to be directed to Hartford, his place of residence. 
Cuarces Spear. 





Repository & Chronicie. 
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Come on.—The following “short and pithy” res- 
olutions were unanimously adopted on the 5th ult. 
by the Ist. Company of the Ist Regiment ‘of South 
Carolina militia cammanded by Capt. D°Oyley of 
Greenfield district :— 

Resolved, ‘That the federal Union must be 
preserved,”for we will perish in the attempt to pre- 
serve it, 

Resolved, Thatin defence of the Federal U- 
nion, we haae drawn our swords and flung away 
our scabbards. 

Resolved, ‘That we will take up arms under no 
other standard than “the star spangled banner,” 
and if we fight we must, we will strike the Union 
or “‘a glorious grave.” 

Resolwed, ‘That in answer to the epithets of 
Submissionists, Cowards and Tories, so unjustly 
and frequently applied to the members of the Union 
Party, we have but two words by way. of reply to 
the Nullifiers, which are these: “Come on.” 








Ominous TRANSPOSITION,—We noticed in one of 
our exchange papers a transposition, which at. this 
particular time, all those who believe in ghosts and 
witches will consider asa “sartin forerunner of a 
bad sign."—'The words intended to be read Uni- 
ted States, are printed Untied States. The trans- 
position of a single letter makes rather a bad mat- 
ter of the Union.—N H. Spectator. 

The venerable Commodore Tucker, residing 
in the State of Maine, has received a new pen- 
sion certificate, allowing him $600 a year, com- 
mencing March 4, 1831. 





It is stated by a writer whose communication 
appears in several of the morning papers, that 
Mr. Ackers, whose melancholy fate has throwa 
a gloom over our city, in the short space of 
between seven and eight months, embezzled 
the enormous sum of EIGHTEEN THOUSAND DOL- 
LARS, every cent of which was lost on Lottery 
Tickets. The subjoined declaration was found 
in his desk after his death. In the words of 
the writer, above quoted, “It is a simple pic- 
ture of human wo. In its untutored language 
we see to what.a depth of wretchedness ene 
false step reduced a man, upon whose whole 
life before not a blot had rested.”—Bost. 
Cour. 

‘*T have for the last seven months gone fast 
down the broad road to destruction. There 
was atime, and that too but a few months since 
that I was happy, because I was free from debt 
and care. The time I note my dowafal, or 
deviation from the path of rectitude, was about 
the middle of June last when I took a share in 
a company of lottery tickets, whereby I was 
successful in ebtaining a share of one half the 
capital prize; since which E have gone for 
myself, and that too, not on a very small scale, 
as you can judge from the gmount now due J, 


aechegents oe <I = <== Se ama — 


Now we wish we could say as much of orthodoxy. | R. & Co, every dollar of whichthas been spen 


in that way. Lhavelived or dragged out a 
miserable existence for two or three months 
past. Sleepless nights and a guilty conscience 
have led me on to the fatalact. Only the hope 
of makiag Messrs. J. R. & Co good for the 
defalcation, has postponed it till the present 
time; a smaller amount I did hope, would bé 
the result, for the worse luck I had, the mere I 
bought. Since I have reflected on my rashness 
I cannot look back and see how it is possible 
I could have conducted in this way. When 
the situation I occupied, and the confidence 
reposed in me, and the long time I have been 
engaged, and the reward for my poor services 
by , that all should be lost in one moment 
—but the loss is too much for me tobear. Oh 
that seven or eight months of my existence 
could be blotted out—but no, I must go—and 
ere this paper is read, my spirit is goneto my 
Maker to give an account of my misdeeds here, 
and receive the dreadful sentence for self des- 
truction and abused confidence. [I'wo or 
three lines erased.] Relations and friends I 
have, from whom I do not wish to part under 
such circumstances, but necessity Oh, 
wretch! lotteries have been thy ruin. {cannot 
add more.” 











POREIGN. 

New York, Febuary 11—The fine ship orpheus, 
Capt. Cone, arrived yesterday from Liverpool, 
whence she sailed on the Gthultimo, ‘The editor of 
the Courier and Enquirer has received by this con- 
veyance, and has tothank Capt. Cobb for London 
papers to the preceeding day ahd Liverpool of the 
same date. 

The fall of the citadel of Antwerp had not pre- 
duced any material alteration in the Holland and 
Belgium question. ‘The garrison, it appears, were 
offered their liberty on condition that they would 
engage, on their word of honor, not to serve against 
France and her allies until the conclusion of a final 
arrangement, but having refused this, they were 
marched off under an escort to St. Omer—their 
whole number, at the time of the capitulation, a- 
mounted .to 3,467—they were expected to reach 
Dunkirk on the 5th and 6th January. It isa stri- 
king proof of the singularity of the circumstances 
which led to their captivity, that the French gov- 
erhment has published an elaborate article in the 
Moniteur. intended to vindicate its apjilication to 
them of the terms ‘prisoners of war.” They are 
properly thus called, it says, because “there is no 
other term by which to describe their situation, un- 
less it be chosen, for the occasion, to invent a new 
term and call them prisoners of peace.” Bat the 
London Morning Post observes, in ridicule, they 
might have heen called “judicial-hostility, or pris- 
oners for “the preservation of peace.” 

The number of soldiers killed and wounded on 
the French side, is stated to be-5 officers killed 10 
severely wounded, 68 sub-officers and soldiers kill- 
ed, and 467 severely wounded; the slight wounds, 
are not reckoned. Onthe Dutch side there are said 
to be 15 officers killed and wounded, 85 soldiers 
killed, and 400 wounded in all. 

The King of Holland has conferred the highest 
honors on General Chase, whose official reports of 
the progress of the siege for some days, are now 
published; they do not materially differ from the ac~ 
counts we have already received. A new species 
of artillery, he says, was employed by the French, 
called Paixhan, the force of which nothing could re- 
sist. It was these projectiles which destroyed the 
ammunition and provision magazines. The mod- 
est tone of the reports does the veteran great hon- 
or—his tact and firmness during the great trial, are 
stated to be, in England, the theme of universal 
panegyric. 

‘The British government has heen officially notified 
by the Dutch, that they would not surrender the 
farts depeadant on the citadel. Louis Philip has 
also acquainted England that orders had been giv- 
en for the reeall of the French army in Belgium, 
land the accounts say that they had already com- 
| menced their retrograde march. A new project for 
| aa arrangement has been sent by France and Eng- 
‘tand to Holland; and nothing more ridiculous, it 
| seemsto us, can be well conceived. hey now 
| propose ta the King of Holland worse terms than 
\they did before; now that he has ascertained that 
he oan command the entrance to the Scheidt, and 
after their experience that protocols. blockades and 
sieges have failed to induce him to field the point. 














DIED. 
In this town very suddenly on the 15th inst, witt, 
aM Pavreason aged 23 years. 


























Watchman, Repository and Chronicle. 











From the N. H. Sentinel. 
TO THE LOVERS OF RUM. 

The author wrote the following lines for the Long Is- 
land Star more than twenty years ago, but he thinks it 
will suit the present time. 

I’ve mused on the miseries of life, 

To find from what quarter they come, 
Whence most of confusion and strife ; 

Alas! From the Lovers of Rum. 


I met with a fair one distress’d 

I ask’d whence her sorrows could come, 
She repli’d I am sorely oppress’d 

My husband’s a Lover of Rum. 


I found a poor child in the street, 

His limbs with the cold, were all numb, 
No stockings, nor shoes on his feet ; 

fis father’s a Lover of Rum. 


I went to collect a small debt, 

The master was absent from home ; 
The sequel I need not relate, 

For the man was a Lover of Rum. 


I met with a pauper in rags, 
He ask’d for a trifling sumi; 

I'll tell you the cause why he begs, 
He once was a Lover of Rum. 


I’ve seen men, from health, wealth and ease, 
Untimely descend to the tomb ; 

I need not relate their disease 
Because they were Lovers of Rum. 


Ask prisons and gallowses all, 
Whence most of their customers come, 
From whom they have most of their calls, 
They’il say, from the Lovers of Rum. 
MEDICO. 
Roxbury, January 31, 1833. 
LPP EEE iY 








From the New York Weekly Messenger. 
MY SISTER’S DEATH. 

I shall remember that night, always— calm, 
still, beautiful as it was and sacred to her mem- 
ory, whom my heart—(but a truce of reverie.) 
The sun was shedding his last red beams ona 
hot August day. An old poplar by the window 
was rustling in a gust of airfrom the cool ecean, 
while every plant and shrub shook itself with 
significant welcome, as the bright breeze dis- 
tnrbed its dusty leaves. My sister Harriet lmd 
Jain all day oppressed by the heat, and evidently 
sinking fast beneath the weight of languor and 
disease. More than once I had thought it all o- 
ver, and involuntarily started as I heard a low 
sweet voice, saying’ Brother, place me by the 
window, thacI may look once more upon His 
works, and bathe my burning brow once more in 
the fresh air; it is the last time. 1 feared her 
exposure to the wind, for we wrap the sick bed 
with curtains, and forbid the light or air of heav- 
en to stir the folds ; but when nature has finished 
her work, and life becomes almost a time that was, 
it were cruel to forbid the parting spirit one final 
look upouthe earth. So covering my sister with 
her shawl, 1 placed her as she desired. After 
glancing at the room with its ominous furniture 
of phisis and drugs—Brother (said she)they have 
done all they could. Love has striven hard with 
death ; but, is it right, Henry, to withstand Him 
that numbereth our days 1 Come very near me, 


brother, I must leave yeu; oh, it is very painful. 


Iam afraid to think of my mother and you. 


When I am gone, cherish the little garden of 
flowers for my sake, and our bird too; poor thing, 
he will missthe hand that fed him. And—broth- 
er—plant my geranium over my grave, and re- 


member as you look on it, the happy years we 
ave passed. Henry, dont weep. But! our 
~ mother—who shall comfort her! Henry, you 
are a boy, you can control grief! be every thing 
to her ; be more than we have beth been. Tell 
her we shall meet in heaven. Tell her,—but 
né.—I speak wrong. She will find consolation 
in God. (Controlling myself with difficulty, I 
said,)Sister. will you lie down again, you will 
weary yourself beyond hope of recovery. A se- 
rene brightness came over her countenance as 





she replied—Look at me, Henry, I am not wea- 
ry, I am not agitated, but I am—dying. I must 
sit here now ; it is but for once. Lam calm. 
“He hath made his grace sufficient for me.” I 
am unloosing the bands of earth from my soul. 
Look forth now. See where we used to gather 
violets, and yonder in the thick pines of green 
bower, with its wreathing honey-suckle which we 
taught toclimb on those old limbs. Do you re- 
member, brother, when the rude wind tore it 
down once, yet it is beautiful as ever now ; so 
shall it be with me. See to our garden; the mor- 
ning-glories are all closed, and the roses have 
shed their leayes ; but, oh ! look, (she pressed 
my bend), that’ Star of Bethlehem’ is in full 
bloom. How its snowy leaves contrast with the 
other flowers—Hush! new, the canary! His 
night song attunes well with the joy of nature ; 
he canovt know that he is singing my—my !— 
how beautiful the earth is to-night; unusually 
lovely, Those rays of the sunset have a strange 
glory, as hey dart over the hill tops and die a- 
mid the solitude of those old woods. See you 
that band of light ; it seems to rest on yon bar- 
rea rock ; it is an emblem that the path of glory 
may be through loneliness and desolation.— 
When you sit in this arm chair, Henry, or train 
the flowers, I know you will feel desolate; but 
remember I go where the flowers fade not— 
where the sun goes not down forever. When 
you are sad think of my last words. We shall 
meet again; remember as you look on the quiet 
stars that your sister is in His presence, who 
clothed them with glory, and as you read of Je- 
sus, think of me, as in the midst of Seraphim 
and Saints, singing the anthem of the redeemed. 
Comfort our mother, too, with these words. 
She taught me to lean on Jesus, and I know he 
will not forsake her in the hour of agony. I 
have only one pang now,—it is; that she is not 
here to see me—die. Oh! how her heart will 
sink when she hears of this. Only a week 
since, and I leaped out so full of life, to wish 
her a happy journey,—and now—! Oh, God! 
temper thy chastisement in mercy, that she may 
see—it is the Lord. Kiss me, Henry, I must 
forget the earth now ; it is wrong to carry it to 
the gate of heaven.* 

Again and again, I embraced her, and step- 
ping aside could not refrain from weeping bit- 
terly. Soon a low sound broke the silence, in- 
articulate, but full of earnest expression, as if 
the soul were pleading for strength in the awful 
conflict. A moment more, and she sung, with 
delicate sweetness : 

Now, adieu, ye scenes of gladness, 

Fields wherein I used to roam, 
But—without a tear of sadness, 

J can leave thee, oh my home. 
Jesus calls me, 

I am ready—Lord, I come. 


What though darkness, pain, and sorrow, 
Consecrate my early doom ? 
What though dying moments borrow, 
Fearful shadows from the tomb? 
Light immortal 
oon shall dissipate the gloom. 


See! unnumbered angels flinging, 
Golden crowns before his throne, 

Hark! the ransomed spirits singing 
Notes, to mortal ears, unknown. 

Thou art worthy, 
Jesus—Saviour—thou alone. 


Liagering bonds of nature sever ; 
Oh for pinions like a dove, 
Heavenly wings to soar forever, 
With angelic hosts above. 
Singing glory, 
Glory—to redeeming love. 
One sigh followed, not of pain or anguish, 
but the still parting of immortality and nature. 
Could it be death? I kissed her pale brow. 
It was cold!—cold! But how could it be death ? 
The last note in that hymn had scarcely melted 
on the air—Harriet! my sister! She answer- 
ed not.—A holy smile Jay on those icy lips, and 
the eyes undimmed by death, gazed mildly up 
as ifthey watched the flight of the undying soul. 
Oh! my sister, a tear will come, asI think of 
thee, but it is tempered with peace. I would 
not recall thee, and though I must tread the val- 
ley of tears alone—‘It is his will —let it be 
borne.’ HEALTH. 


Buttons. —We were yesterday shown 8 spo- 
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cimen card ef Buttons manufactured by 4 
Robinsons, Jones &. Co. of Attleboro,’ Mam. 
which excels in beauty any thing of the sal 
heretofore exhibited. There were variony| 
sizes, and various patterns—some smooth gilt | 
and others stamped with appropriate devic | 
for the military and naval service. One. set 

peculiarly neat and beautiful, are stamped with 
designs representing the field sports of England 
including something like fifteen or twenty ya- 
rieties. The Messrs. Robinsons have beg 
indefatigable in their exertions to establish this. 
factory, and we are glad to learn that there ig 
a prospect of their getting a recompense — 
Orders from the wholesalo dealers in the prin- 
cipal cities are daily increasing, and are now 
sufficiently extensive to occupy more than one 
hundred persons, It is twenty-two years since 
they first attempted the manufacture. Most of 
the labor is done by machinery. The daily 
product of the factory is 150 gross.— 


Very Like—What letter is that 1” vocifera 
ted an inpatient pedagogue to a pupil who had 
not yet become versed in the mysteries of the 
Roman alphabet, pointing to the letter X. The 
urchin scratched his head in a decided quandary, 
looking intently on the diagram, unable to call 
it by name,and fearing the weapon of him“cloth- 
ed in brief authority,” should he give it an im- 
proper desigoation. ‘Come, sir, what is it? speak 
quick! ” again demanded the pedagogue. | 
b’leave,” whimpered the boy, in a tone of terror, 
“I b’leave it,s a saw-horse, only you can’t se 
both sides.”"—Lynn Weekly Messenger. 

Curtous Apvertisment.—The following er- 
traordinary production is given ina provincial pa- 
per :—Run away last night, my wife, Bridget 
Coole. She is a tight neat body, and has lost one 
leg. She was seen riding behind the priest of 
the parish through Fermoy; and, as we never 
was married, I will pay nodebts that she does 
not contract. She lisps with one tooth, and isal- 
ways talking about fairies, and is of no use bat 
to the owner.—Phelim Coole, his p4 mark.” 

Expresses.—Some of the N. ¥. Editors lately estab- 
lished expresses to ran from Philadelphia to New York, 
daily, in anticipation of the mail. The Post Master Gea 
eral has since established an opposition line to carry th 
mail through in the same time. ‘The Journal of Commem, 
determined to have the first cut at the Washington news, 
has extended its line further South, and accellerated it 
speed, so as to reach New York a number of hours ahead 
of uncle Sam’s line. 


STATE OF VERMONT. 
















BY HIS EXCELLENCY, 


WILLIAM A. PALMER, 


Governor, Captain Ceneral and Commander 
in- Chief, in and over said State. 
HEREAS the persons, designated, by law, tosort 
and count the votes, given in the third 
sional district on the first Tuesday of January for 
a representative to represent this State in the 
of the United States, have given notice to the C a- 
gistrate that no person has a majority of all or, 
en as aforesaid, together with a statement of the umber 
of votes, given for each candidate, as follows, to wit:— 
For Titus Hutchinson, 2083; Horace Everetg, 1385; D. 
Azro A. Buck, 1324; Isaac N. Cushman, 2163Jacab 
lamer, 5; S@#nuel G. Loveland, 4; H. E. G. MeLaublin, 
3; Jonathan Jennes, 83; Thomas Emerson, 2; Jabez Sar- 
geant, 2; Samuel Austin, 2; Lyman Fitch, 1; Moses 
Wallace, 1; Isaiah Raymond, 1; Jedediah Smith, 1. 
Therefore, the freemen of said third C 

district, are hereby required to meet in their respective 
towns, atthe usual places of holding freemen’s meeti 
on the first Tuesday of March next, at one o’clock 1 
the aftegnoon, to elect a person to represent this State in 
the Congress of the United States;—and if, in any town, 
such freéemen’s meetings have oecasionally been held at 
different places, the freemen of such town are required 
to meet'at the time and for the purpose aforesaid, at the 
place where the meeting was last held iniguch town, for 
the election of a representative to Congress; all of which 
meetings are to be governed and conducted agreeably 
to the requisitions and provisions of an act of the Genet 
al Assembly entitled, “An act, dividing the State into 
Districts for electing Representatives to the Con - 
the United States,and directing a mode of their election, 


passed November 8th, 1832. f 
Given under my hand and the seal of said State, a 
Danville, this twenty-fith day of January, in the 


year of our Lord, one thousand eight h ed and 


thirty three, and of the Independence of the Uni- 


seventh. 
WILLIAM A. PALMER: 
By nis Exce,itency, THE GovERNOR, 
7 Gro. B. Mansenr, Secretary. 


ted States the fifty- 






















